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Unit I Overview
Content Area: Film Studies
Unit Title: Narrative in Film: From Script to Screen
Target Course/Grade Level:  Academic / 9th-12th
Unit Summary:
In this unit, students will learn about film as a storytelling medium, or “language.” Students will
learn how narrative is affected by both audio and visual languages, and the relationship between
artists, mediums, and audiences. Students will also learn about technological developments and the
evolution of film science over the last century. Topics of discussion will include cinematic
movements/periods as well as the contributions and developments of inventors and filmmakers.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
Visual and Performing Arts
1.5.12prof.Pr6a: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection has on personal
awareness of social, cultural or political beliefs and understandings.
1.5.12prof.Re7b: Analyze how one's understanding of the world is affected by experiencing visual
arts.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:
9.2.12.CAP.8: Determine job entrance criteria (e.g., education credentials, math/writing/reading
comprehension tests, drug tests) used by employers in various industry sectors.
9.4.12.CT.1: Identify problem-solving strategies used in the development of an innovative product
or practice (e.g., 1.1.12acc.C1b, 2.2.12.PF.3).
9.4.12.CT.3: Enlist input from a variety of stakeholders (e.g., community members, experts in the
field) to design a service learning activity that addresses a local or global issue (e.g., environmental
justice).
9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the
source, and relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources (e.g., NJSLSA.W8, Social
Studies Practice: Gathering and Evaluating Sources.
9.4.12.TL.3: Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural
practices.

Student Learning Objectives
● Students will be able to discover a brief history of film, from basic moving pictures to

contemporary technologies like IMAX and film restoration procedures.
● Students will be able to discover the kinetoscope and understand its role in film making.
● Students will be able to learn about the Lumiere brothers and their contributions to film with

the cinematographe.
● Students will be able to appreciate silent films, how they were made, and how they were

received.
● Students will be able to understand the evolution of sound in relation to film, and how sound

it affects narrative.
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● Students will learn about the evolution of how films were seen and the birth of the movie
theater.

Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards-Progress Indicators

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking
votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and
assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as
needed
D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and justify your own views. Make new connections in light of the
evidence and reasoning presented.

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source.

RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the
Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).

RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written
response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

Essential Questions
● How did film as a medium begin?
● How did cinema grow in popularity?
● How is film a storytelling device?
● How did silent films tell stories without the

aid of sound and voices?
● How did the addition of sound change the

medium of film?

Enduring Understandings
● Evaluate a film in terms of how it

uses audio and visuals to construct a
narrative and communicate theme.

● Provide examples of early
inventions and narrative films that
made an impact on the course of
film’s evolution.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …

● Apply filmmaking and media tech terminology in an academic context as well as in production.
● Depart from norm-based thinking in an effort to better understand the human experience.
● Utilize language reflective of filmmakers and the film-literate.
● Discuss and identify the important aspects of film production.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments:
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● Scripts
● Reviews

Summative Assessment
● Short-form written reflections
● Quizzes
● Discussions

Alternative Assessment:
● Film projects

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  
● Well-written short-films at least 1-2 pages in length.
● Cleanly shot and edited compilation of shots, competently arranged and exported for

viewing.

Teacher Notes: Coursework is differentiated according to student level and needs primarily through
rigor and teaching style (e.g. independent student-directed activities versus teacher directed/guided
activities)

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

Lesson 1:
The history of film1

10 days

Lesson 2:
Film as a language

5 days

Lesson 3:
The role of the kinetoscope and cinematographe

3 days

Lesson 4:
Silent films and their influence

5 days

Lesson 5:
Evolution of sound and color in film

5 days

Lesson 6:
The evolution of the movie theater

2 days

Extension Lesson(s)
● Film applications in contemporary society
● Film culture in contemporary society

Additional Related Lessons
● Context in cinema - juxtaposition

within and without the film
● The viewing experience

Teacher Resources:
Camcorders, Microphones, Lighting equipment, Computers, Editing software, Film textbooks,
tripods, streaming services, physical media (film), alternative filming methods & equipment
(Steadicam, drone, et cetera), internet access, projector, PowerPoint, scriptwriting software.

1 Chapter 32 Gender and racial biases in film
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Anchor Standards

Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in
order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based
research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Comprehension and Collaboration
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.

5



Unit II Overview
Content Area: Film Studies
Unit Title: Cinematography & The Camera: Film as Language
Target Course/Grade Level:  Academic / 9th-12th
Unit Summary:
In this unit, students will take the foundations from unit one and focus on the visual aspects of
filmmaking. Students will learn about the various types of cameras and camera equipment,
including lenses, lights, and other attachments. Students will learn the basics of framing,
cinematography, and camera movement. Students will also understand the basics of color theory and
post-production image manipulation. Finally, students will learn how visuals can work
independently from and in concert with audio.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
Visual and Performing Arts
1.2.12prof.Pr5a: Demonstrate progression in artistic, design, technical, and soft skills, as a result of
selecting and fulfilling specified roles in the production of a variety of media artworks.
1.2.12prof.Pr5c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools,
techniques and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks.
1.2.12prof.Pr6a: Design the presentation and distribution of collections of media artworks,
considering combinations of artworks, formats and audiences.
1.2.12acc.Re7a: Analyze and synthesize the qualities and relationships of the components in a
variety of media artworks and how they impact an audience

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:
9.1.12.CFR.4: Demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships among attitudes, assumptions,
and patterns of behavior regarding money, saving, investing, and work across cultures.
9.1.12.FP.7: Determine how multiple sources of objective, accurate and current financial
information affect the prioritization of financial decisions (e.g., print information, prospectus,
certified financial planners, internet, sales representatives, etc.).
9.1.12.PB.2: Prioritize financial decisions by considering alternatives and possible consequences.
9.2.12.CAP.8: Determine job entrance criteria (e.g., education credentials, math/writing/reading
comprehension tests, drug tests) used by employers in various industry sectors.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.1.12.IC.2: Test and refine computational artifacts to reduce bias and equity deficits.

Student Learning Objectives
● Students will be able to select and operate a digital camcorder.
● Students will be able to understand how light affects cinematography.
● Students will be able to frame a shot.
● Students will be able to sequence shots together into a cohesive scene.
● Students will be able to light a scene for a variety of purposes
● Students will be able to understand how coloring and other post-production effects impact

shots and sequences.
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Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards-Progress Indicators

RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and
place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée
des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization,
and analysis of content.
A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics
(e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension.
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of
the topic.

RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and
place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

Essential Questions
● How does a camera function?
● How does lighting play into filmmaking?
● How does one determine which shot to

choose in any given scenario?
● How can a series of shots become a sequence

and/or scene?
● How do edits affect the storytelling process?

Enduring Understandings
● Use scriptwriting software and a

camcorder to film a short film.
● Shoot a scene outside, taking into

account time and weather.
● Maintain continuity throughout a

short film.
● Edit film together with editing

software.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …

● Practice shooting with a variety of film equipment and in a variety of scenarios.
● Construct a shooting schedule which enables all members of a production to participate in the

filmmaking process.
● Recognize opportunities for camera angles that break convention but still effectively communicate

information and emotion to the audience.
● Explain several basic principles of camera operation.
● Discuss rationale for camera angles/shots.
● Demonstrate efficient and careful maintenance and use of camera equipment.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments:

● Scripts
● Reviews
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Summative Assessment
● Short-form written reflections
● Quizzes
● Discussions

Alternative Assessment:
● Film projects

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  Spot performance
assessments of camera work, lighting, and cinematography

Teacher Notes: Coursework is differentiated according to student level and needs primarily
through rigor and teaching style (e.g. independent student-directed activities versus teacher
directed/guided activities)

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

Lesson 1:
The camera and its functions

5 days

Lesson 2:
Filming in different lighting

5 days

Lesson 3:
Choosing your shot

5 days

Lesson 4:
Creating scenes and tying them together

5 days

Lesson 5:
Filming with the editor in mind

5 days

Lesson 6:
Editing: The impact on storytelling2

5 days

● Extension Lesson(s)
● Shots, sequences, and scenes - what’s the difference?

● Prepping for a shoot

● Additional Related Lessons
● Group Work - Pre-producing a shoot

Teacher Resources:
Camcorders, Microphones, Lighting equipment, Computers, Editing software, Film textbooks,
tripods, streaming services, physical media (film), alternative filming methods & equipment
(Steadicam, drone, et cetera), internet access, projector, PowerPoint, scriptwriting software.

2 Chapter 32; filming for social change
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Curriculum Development Resources
New Jersey Student Learning Standards – 2020

Anchor Standards:

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Text Types and Purposes
W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important
connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aid comprehension.

Comprehension and Collaboration

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information
and enhance understanding of presentations.

Knowledge of Language
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening.
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Unit III Overview
Content Area: Film Studies
Unit Title: Seeing with Your Ears: Sound, Music, and Immersion
Target Course/Grade Level:  Academic / 9th-12th
Unit Summary:
In this unit, students will take the foundations established in the first unit regarding audio in film
and take these fundamentals further. Students will learn how audio is recorded, processed, and
augmented. Studies will also focus on audio and how it communicates emotion to the audience.
Finally, students will learn about technical terminology as well as technical implementation in the
field and in post-production. Topics of discussion will include microphones and their uses, audio
mixing, diegetic and nondiegetic audio, and audio careers (mixing, foley artists, score composers, et
cetera).

Interdisciplinary Connections:
Visual and Performing Arts:
1.2.12acc.Pr5a: Demonstrate effective command of artistic, design, technical and soft skills in
managing and producing media artworks.
1.2.12acc.Pr5c: Demonstrate the skillful adaptation and combination of tools, styles and techniques
to achieve specific expressive goals in the production of a variety of media artworks.
1.2.12adv.Re8a: Analyze the intent, meanings and impacts of diverse media artworks, considering
complex factors of context and bias.
1.2.12prof.Cn11b: Critically evaluate and effectively interact with legal, technological, systemic,
and vocational contexts of media arts, considering ethics, media literacy, social media, virtual
worlds, and digital identity.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g.,
1.1.12prof.CR3a).
9.4.12.CI.3: Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and
transition (e.g., 2.1.12.PGD.1).
9.4.12.CT.1: Identify problem-solving strategies used in the development of an innovative product
or practice (e.g., 1.1.12acc.C1b, 2.2.12.PF.3).
9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a).

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.1.12.IC.3: Predict the potential impacts and implications of emerging technologies on larger
social, economic, and political structures, using evidence from credible sources.

Student Learning Objectives
● Students will be able to record both diegetic and nondiegetic audio.
● Students will be able to process audio in order to remove white noise and other distracting

sounds.
● Students will be able to integrate non-diegetic audio into a film project.
● Students will understand the emotional effects of the soundtrack and score of any given film.
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● Students will be able to operate a variety of microphones in a variety of situations.
Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards-Progress Indicators

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking
votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and
assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as
needed.
C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

L.9-10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Essential Questions
● What purpose does audio serve in film?
● How can we take audio from any source and

integrate it into a film project?
● How can we improve or augment audio?
● What effect can audio have on an audience’s

thoughts and emotion?
● How do microphones function?

Enduring Understandings
● Create a short film with either no

dialogue or one line of dialogue,
using none or very little of the
diegetic audio.

● Utilize microphones to capture
higher-quality audio for a film
project.

● Use music to closely manage the
tone and audience’s emotions

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …

● Understand the extent to which audio dictates the emotion of the audience in filmmaking.
● Analyze the use of music and sound in other films.
● Create films using professional audio equipment and editing software.
● Curate experiences for an audience through the artful employment of sound and music.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments:

● Scripts
● Reviews

Summative Assessment
● Short-form written reflections
● Quizzes
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● Discussions

Alternative Assessment:
● Film projects

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  Formative
performance assessments on analyzing audio and sound in film

Teacher Notes: Coursework is differentiated according to student level and needs primarily
through rigor and teaching style (e.g. independent student-directed activities versus teacher
directed/guided activities)

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

Lesson 1:
Filming with audio in mind

5 days

Lesson 2:
Integrating audio into original footage

5 days

Lesson 3:
Improving audio and sound

5 days

Lesson 4:
Audio and the impact on the audience

5 days

Lesson 5:
Microphone functions

5 days

Lesson 6:
Audio pitfalls and how to avoid them

5 days

● Extension Lesson(s)
● Producing a radio play - understanding audio
● Filming & recording dialogue

● Additional Related Lessons
● Music & Emotion - how music affects tone

Teacher Resources:
Camcorders, Microphones, Lighting equipment, Computers, Editing software, Film textbooks,
tripods, streaming services, physical media (film), alternative filming methods & equipment
(Steadicam, drone, et cetera), internet access, projector, PowerPoint, scriptwriting software.
Curriculum Development Resources
New Jersey Student Learning Standards – 2020

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in
order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based
research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Comprehension and Collaboration
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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Unit IV Overview
Content Area: Film Studies
Unit Title: Editing, Juxtaposition, and Pacing
Target Course/Grade Level:  Academic / 9th-12th
Unit Summary:
In this unit, students will learn the basics of post-production, including editing and special effects.
Students will understand not just how audio and video pair with each other, but how placing shots in
close proximity on a film’s timeline, mirroring shots, and echoing motifs throughout a picture can
affect the message and emotion of a picture. They will also learn and understand the meaning
behind different cuts. Students will also learn how editing can dictate a film’s pacing and energy.
Students will spend a great deal of time editing raw footage to music, and this unit will culminate in
the students editing their own projects.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
Visual and Performing Arts:
1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various
contexts, purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.2.12acc.Cn11a: Examine and demonstrate in depth the relationships of media arts ideas and works
to various contexts, purposes and values, such as markets, systems, propaganda, truth.
1.2.12prof.Pr6a: Design the presentation and distribution of collections of media artworks,
considering combinations of artworks, formats and audiences.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:
9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a).
9.4.12.DC.1: Explain the beneficial and harmful effects that intellectual property laws can have on
the creation and sharing of content (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPR.16.a).
9.4.12.DC.2: Compare and contrast international differences in copyright laws and ethics.
9.4.12.IML.3: Analyze data using tools and models to make valid and reliable claims, or to
determine optimal design solutions (e.g., S-ID.B.6a., 8.1.12.DA.5, 7.1.IH.IPRET.8)

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.2.12.EC.1: Analyze controversial technological issues and determine the degree to which
individuals, businesses, and governments have an ethical role in decisions that are made.

Student Learning Objectives
● Students will be able to understand the fundamentals of editing, including types of edits and

the nature of juxtaposition.
● Students will be able to analyze and critique the editing of other filmmakers.
● Students will be able to understand and create visual motifs.
● Students will be able to construct films that communicate both emotion and ideas.
● Students will be able to properly store, edit, and back up digital film.
● Students will be able to edit films using computer software.
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Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards-Progress Indicators

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details and provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot
or develop the theme.

W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking
votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and
assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as
needed.

Essential Questions
● How can editing affect the tone and pacing of

a film?
● How can editing be used to inform the

audience?
● What effects can be achieved through the

juxtaposition of visuals and sound.
● How can basic computer functions translate to

the world of digital editing?

Enduring Understandings:
● Edit a scene together that can

effectively communicate a specific
tone or emotion.

● Use insert shots and close-ups to
communicate information and/or
tension to the audience.

● Use many of the hotkeys associated
with editing, reflecting on time and
the production schedule as a whole.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …

● Define terminology used in post-production.
● Recognize editing of quality.
● Demonstrate an ability to efficiently and artfully edit film.
● Select edits and transitions that enhance the tone of a given film production.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments:

● Scripts
● Reviews

Summative Assessment
● Short-form written reflections
● Quizzes
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● Discussions

Alternative Assessment:
● Film projects

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  Spot checks of
editing in progress of film projects

Teacher Notes: Coursework is differentiated according to student level and needs primarily
through rigor and teaching style (e.g. independent student-directed activities versus teacher
directed/guided activities)

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

Lesson 1:
Introduction to editing

10 days

Lesson 2:
Editing with tone and pacing in mind

5 days

Lesson 3:
Communicating through editing

10 days

Lesson 4:
Establishing continuity through editing

5 days

Lesson 5:
Editing patterns and styles

10 days

Lesson 6:
Maximizing the impact of

visuals and sounds through digital editing

5 days

● Extension Lesson(s)
● Graphics and their function
● Editing as directing

● Additional Related Lessons
● Pacing - how pauses affect tone

Teacher Resources:
Camcorders, Microphones, Lighting equipment, Computers, Editing software, Film textbooks,
tripods, streaming services, physical media (film), alternative filming methods & equipment
(Steadicam, drone, et cetera), internet access, projector, PowerPoint, scriptwriting software.
Curriculum Development Resources
New Jersey Student Learning Standards – 2020

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in
order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based
research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Comprehension and Collaboration
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.

17



Unit V Overview
Content Area: Film Studies
Unit Title: The Workspace & Film: Putting It All Together
Target Course/Grade Level:  Academic / 9th-12th
Unit Summary:
In this unit, students will take the lessons learned over the course of the year and learn how
professional filmmakers plan, produce, and distribute films. Students will learn how projects and
scripts are selected, how production is planned and executed, and how and why films are distributed
in the particular fashion of each genre. Students will learn how professional filmmakers and masters
in specific crafts organize themselves to accomplish a shared objective. This unit will culminate in
our students using the knowledge garnered in order to plan and produce their own ten-minute short
film.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
Visual and Performing Arts:
1.2.12prof.Pr6b: Evaluate the benefits and impacts at the personal, local and social level from
presenting media artworks, such as benefits to self and others.
1.2.12acc.Re7a: Analyze and synthesize the qualities and relationships of the components in a
variety of media artworks and how they impact an audience.
1.2.12acc.Cn10b: Explain and demonstrate the use of media artworks to synthesize new meaning
and knowledge. Reflect and form cultural experiences, such as new connections between themes
and ideas, local and global networks, and personal influence.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:
9.4.12.TL.3: Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments.
9.2.12.CAP.6: Identify transferable skills in career choices and design alternative career plans based
on those skills.
9.2.12.CAP.7: Use online resources to examine licensing, certification, and credentialing
requirements at the local, state, and national levels to maintain compliance with industry
requirements in areas of career interest.
9.2.12.CAP.8: Determine job entrance criteria (e.g., education credentials, math/writing/reading
comprehension tests, drug tests) used by employers in various industry sectors.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.2.12.EC.2: Assess the positive and negative impacts of emerging technologies on developing
countries and evaluate how individuals, non-profit organizations, and governments have responded.

Student Learning Objectives
● Students will be able to think critically about the production process, and apply elements of

professional filmmaking into their own processes.
● Students will be able to choose and pursue a career trajectory in a specific field of

filmmaking (sound production, writing, directing, et cetera).
● Students will be able to understand and analyze the way certain films were affected by their

production process, and how these films have changed the landscape and industry of
filmmaking.
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● Students will be able to mimic the processes followed by professional filmmakers to produce
their own content, developing their own style and tone in the process.

Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards-Progress Indicators

RL.9-10.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the
Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).

W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization,
and analysis of content.

W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.

Essential Questions
● What is required to maintain an effective,

efficient production?
● What opportunities are available to

professional filmmakers?
● How does production affect the outcome of a

film?
● How does a filmmaker develop their own

style?

Enduring Understandings
● Determine the trademark aspects of

a specific director’s films.
● Research jobs available for a diverse

spectrum of filmmakers.
● Consider the “behind-the-scenes”

aspect of a film’s production to see
where they succeeded and where
their efforts fell short.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …

● Demonstrate an ability to complete production taking into consideration location availability,
weather, personal schedules, et cetera.

● Select visuals and audio that matches and enhances the tone and purpose of the project.
● Utilize technology in all stages of production.
● Create a short film of considerable length (about fifteen minutes).
● Define the roles of those employed in media technology.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments:

● Scripts
● Reviews
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Summative Assessment
● Short-form written reflections
● Quizzes
● Discussions

Alternative Assessment:
● Film projects

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  Script submission
rewrites, rough draft revision of films

Teacher Notes: Coursework is differentiated according to student level and needs primarily through
rigor and teaching style (e.g. independent student-directed activities versus teacher directed/guided
activities)

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

Lesson 1:
Script selection for projects and scripts

10 days

Lesson 2:
Planning and executing production

5 days

Lesson 3:
Film distribution

5 days

Lesson 4:
Opportunities in professional filmmaking

5 days

Lesson 5:
Filmmaking genres and styles3

10 days

Lesson 6:
Putting it all together

10 days

● Extension Lesson(s)
● Life on a films set
● Location scouting & securing

● Additional Related Lessons
● Film & the Law

Teacher Resources:
Camcorders, Microphones, Lighting equipment, Computers, Editing software, Film textbooks,
tripods, streaming services, physical media (film), alternative filming methods & equipment
(Steadicam, drone, et cetera), internet access, projector, PowerPoint, scriptwriting software.
Curriculum Development Resources
New Jersey Student Learning Standards – 2020

3 Climate Change; Chapter 32; documentary filmmaking
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Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in
order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based
research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Comprehension and Collaboration
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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Differentiation Considerations for All Students

Classroom Instruction:
● All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized

Education Plan (IEP) and/or 504 plan.
● Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for classified

students based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP.
● In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the special

education teacher will be responsible for support in modifying the curriculum for the
students, informing the classroom teacher of the modifications, and directing instructional
aide(s) to provide support accordingly.

● Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education teachers.

Modifications:
● Modifications include but are not limited to:

Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on
disability, preferential seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive technology and
rewording/repeating or clarifying directions.

In-class Assessments:
● All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers should

modify tests for classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular education
classroom or completed with the inclusion teacher in another location with additional
time. Students may be tested separately according to the IEP.

● Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in accordance
with their IEP.

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs):

Classroom Instruction:
● Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language Proficiency

level.  Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher assigned to the building.
● General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for ELLs

with the assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and content
learning.

● Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)
http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and instructional
strategies that support language and learning goals for all students.  This approach to
teaching aligns with preparing students with college and career ready skills.
The SIOP Model components:
1. Lesson Preparation
2. Building Background
3. Comprehensible Input
4. Strategies
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5. Interaction
6. Practice and Application
7. Lesson Delivery
8. Review and Assessment

● In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general education
teacher will be responsible for identifying language objectives and additional
instructional strategies that improve proficiency in English and academic success of
ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary scaffolds to promote student learning
will be shared with the general education teacher for daily lessons that are aligned to
District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards.  The general Education teacher and ESL
teacher will be co-teachers for a predetermined amount of classroom instruction.

● Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –
● Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound

correspondences, syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported with
connections to their native language, native language text and/or resources, graphic
organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, cloze activities, modeling, working
with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English) or specific sections
of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text.

● Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.
● Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond.
● Work in small groups or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic content

language talk and grade level modeling.
● Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrate an understanding of

academic language particular to specific content.
● Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences.
● Have students provide examples/explanations of the main idea in simple sentences.

Revisions show an attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic content
vocabulary and Linguistic Complexity by expanding and varying sentence structures and
using correct punctuation.

● Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match drawings with
new vocabulary (adjective word wall, content word walls) that might correspond.

● Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills and
develop English fluency.

● Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and
synthesize.

● Study Guides

In Class Assessments:
● All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support

student’s English Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular education
teachers to provide appropriate differentiation for assessing ELLs.
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Considerations for At Risk Students:

● At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The committee
works to understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance level in school and
to create and implement a plan that is carried out by a variety of staff members in the
building.

● Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided with a
copy of the plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  There are
academic as well as behavioral goals that are listed for the students with recommended
strategies unique to each individual.

● Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will help the
student improve his/her performance while applying appropriate behavioral strategies
consistent with the needs of the student.

● Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified
timeframe for the plan.

Classroom instruction:
● Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all students

in their class.  The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be consistent with
the student’s ability and learning modality.

Modifications:
● Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide students

with opportunity for one on one time for clarification.
● Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep expectations

within the framework of the I&RS plan.
● Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold students to defined consequences for

not completing work.
● Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not completing

assignments is unacceptable, all assignments will be completed.

In Class Assessments:
● At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.
● If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete assessments.

Considerations for Gifted Students:
● Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all students

in their class.
● Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from the

student.
● Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge

through a variety of platforms.

24



● Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual student’s
ability in mind.
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